THE PAST SIMPLE TENSE

Elementary level

I Write the Past Simple Tense of the following verbs.

start __________

jump __________

watch __________

happen __________

pass __________

pick __________

survive __________

save __________

carry __________

study __________

marry __________

be __________

buy __________

come __________

do __________

fall __________

feel __________

find __________

fly __________

give __________

go __________

hit __________

know __________ 

make __________

ring __________

say __________

send __________

swim __________

throw __________

II Put the verbs in brackets into the Past Simple or the Present Simple.

My friend Jack is 45. He (leave) __________ Britain when he was 24 and (go) __________ to Spain. He (work) __________ in Madrid for ten years, then he (move) __________ to Barcelona. There he (meet) __________ Maria. They (get) __________ married in 1997 and now they (live) __________ in Barcelona. Jack (teach) __________ English in a language school. And what (do) __________ Maria do? She (sell) __________ computer software.
III One sentence has a mistake. Choose the correct sentence.

1. a) He bought some new shoes.

b) He buyed some new shoes.

2. a) Where did you go yesterday?

b) Where you went yesterday?

3. a) You see Jane last week?

b) Did you see Jane last week?

4. a) Did she found a job?

b) Did she find a job?

5. a) We didn’t enjoyed the film.

b) We didn’t enjoy the film.

6. a) I didn’t go out yesterday evening.

b) I didn’t go out last evening.

7. a) I was to school for the first time when I was six.

      b) I went to school for the first time when I was six.

8. a) Last night I have dinner with friends.

b) Last night I had dinner with friends.

IV Put the verbs in brackets into the Past Simple Tense
Leonardo da Vinci (live) __________ in Italy in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. He was a student in Florence, where he (study) __________ painting,

sculpture, and design. He (begin) __________ a lot of paintings, but he (not finish) __________ many of them. His picture of the Mona Lisa is the most famous portrait in the world.

Leonardo (be) __________ interested in many things. He (want) __________ to know about everything he (see) __________. He (examine) __________ the human body. He (think) __________ that the Sun (not go) __________ round the Earth. He (write) __________ music. He (design) __________ a flying machine 400 years before the first one (fly) __________. Many people (not understand) __________ his ideas. It is difficult to think that one man (can) __________ do so much.
V Make the positive sentences negative.

1. We enjoyed the film.

________________________________________________________________

2. He took a photograph of his brother.

________________________________________________________________

3. I wrote a letter to my friend.

________________________________________________________________

4. She became a journalist when she was 24.

________________________________________________________________

5. Germany won the World Cup in 1986.

________________________________________________________________

6. He bought a new shirt.

________________________________________________________________

7. I lost 10 $ last night.

________________________________________________________________

8. People flew by plane 100 years ago.

________________________________________________________________

9. That book was very interesting.

________________________________________________________________

10. We arrived at school at nine o’clock.

________________________________________________________________

VI Put did, was, or were into the gaps.

1. Where __________ you born?

2. Where __________ your mother born?

3. When __________ you start school?

4. How many schools __________ you go to?

5. What __________ your favourite subject?

6. Where __________ you live when you __________ a child?

7. __________ you live in a house or a flat?
VII Make questions to which underlined words are the answer.

1. Charles Dickens had eight brothers and sisters.

________________________________________________________________

2. He left school when he was eleven because his father went to prison for his debts.
________________________________________________________________
3. He worked in a factory.
________________________________________________________________
4. He became a journalist when he was fifteen.
________________________________________________________________
5. He wrote about poor people.
________________________________________________________________
6. He wrote novels.
________________________________________________________________
7. He died in 1870.
________________________________________________________________
8. He was 58 years old when he died.
________________________________________________________________
VIII Put the verbs in the following sentences into the past simple tense

1. I go to work by bus.                               ______________________________

2. I meet her on Tuesdays.                        ______________________________

3. He always wears black.                         ______________________________

4. I make cakes every week.                     ______________________________

5. She gets up at 6.30.                              ______________________________

6. He understands me.                              ______________________________

7.  She speaks slowly.                                ______________________________ 

8.  He leaves the house at 9.00.                 ______________________________

9.  I read a chapter every night.                  ______________________________

10. You eat too much.                                 ______________________________

11. I see him every day.                              ______________________________

12. Tom sings in the choir.                          ______________________________

13. He cries when he is hurt.                       ______________________________

14. Who knows the answer?                       ______________________________

15. I think I know it.                                      ______________________________

16. The curtain rises at 8.00.                       ______________________________

17. He takes the dog out twice a day.         ______________________________

18. We buy them here.                                ______________________________

19. I dream every night.                               ______________________________

20. They lay the table.                                 ______________________________

21. He often feels ill.                                    ______________________________

22. I usually pay him 5$.                              ______________________________

23. It costs 65$.                                           ______________________________

24. My back hurts.                                       ______________________________

25. I lie down after lunch.                            ______________________________

26. We drink water.                                     ______________________________

27. His roses grow well.                              ______________________________

28. He rides every day.                               ______________________________

29. He often falls in love.                             ______________________________ 

30. He puts up his prices every year.          ______________________________

IX Put the verbs in brackets into the Past Simple Tense

Charles Tait, an Australian film director, (make) __________ the first feature film, The Story of the Kelly Gang, in 1906. The film (tell) __________ the true story of Ned Kelly, a famous Australian gangster and his gang, who (steal) __________ horses and cattle, (rob) __________ banks, and often (wear) __________ metal armour for protection. Although they (be) __________ criminals, Kelly and his gang (become) __________ heroes to the ordinary people of Australia, because many of them (hate) __________ the government at that time.


The film (last) __________ for eighty minutes and (cost) __________ just $450 dollars to make! The Canadian actor who (play) __________ Kelly obviously (not think) __________ there was a future in the movie business, because he (disappear) __________ before the end of filming, and so Tait, the director, (have to) __________ make the last scenes without him. Because there were no close-ups, no one (can) __________ see that it was a different actor playing Kelly!


The film (open) __________ at the Athenaeum Hall in Melbourne on 24th December 1906. It (be) __________ a great success, making over $25,000 at the box office.


